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Introduction:

God has chosen those “in Christ” to be His own special people (Ephesians 1:3-10). In this relationship: We have exclusive privileges of spiritual blessings (v.3). We have the opportunity of forgiveness (vs.4, 7). We have been adopted as sons (children) (v.5). To have the offer of family relationship is one of the greatest honors in this life: God extends this to us as His Holy Nation—we are allowed to be the family of God.

As God’s special people we are described as a “holy nation”; this is a distinctly important description of those in God’s family. Holiness must be our focused intent and the essence of our character. The term “holy” according to Encarta English Dictionary means: dedicated or set apart for religious purposes—this is descriptive of our whole life if we are seeking holiness properly.

In our lesson today we are going look further into what holiness means and what it means to our life in service to God—by considering some words that Luke wrote through inspiration in the book of Acts. Luke records the Apostle Paul’s interaction with Felix and Luke brings the whole conversation down to three elements: righteousness, self-control, and (preparation for) the judgment to come” (Acts 24:25). Let’s open our Bibles together to examine these three points:

 

The Holiness of True Righteousness

What makes God’s holy nation different than the nations of men? As His nation, we are set apart by true righteousness—not our own assumptions of right. We are not to be like those, Paul spoke about, in Romans 10:1-3—we cannot self-standardize righteousness—like so may attempt to do. Many believe we can freely set our own righteousness, however with any consideration of what the scriptures say this conclusion cannot be correct. 

God has instructed us in righteousness (2 Timothy 3:16-17). We are to exercise our senses with His word, to know “right” and “wrong” (Hebrews 5:14).  God’s holy nation seeks His righteousness with priority (Matthew 6:33) and acknowledge the fact that we are only righteous when we are right in God’s sight (Ephesians 5:8-10; 2 Timothy 2:15).

True Righteousness makes us different. There is a way “worldly conduct” and there is a way in which God’s holy nation conducts themselves (Colossians 3:1-15). We conduct ourselves as seeking “those things which are above”.

 

The Holiness of Self Control


We must understand that Christianity is a cycle of maintenance that must never cease. We all cherish the hope of Heaven in the glory of God but we must continue in faithfulness to have that hope (Colossians 1:21-23). Essential to this maintenance is the necessity of self-control (2 Peter 1:5-10). Self-control sets us apart from the world; we do not embrace sinful ways after we have been cleansed (Colossians 1:13). Our heart’s desire is changed to “walking worthy of the Lord”—fully pleasing Him (Colossians 1:10). We do not allow our flesh to rule in our lives (Galatians 5:19-21)—we seek the ways in which the Holy Spirit has instructed to walk, through the word (Galatians 5: 23-25). All this, knowing we cannot conduct ourselves in worldly ways and still remain the holy nation

There are things in this life that we are just not going to participate in: we must avoid harmful lusts, immodesty, immorality, lasciviousness, and carnal thinking. It is not easy to be different—but it is the only way of true hope. Being different than the world is the only way to be prepared for meeting God.

In Holiness, Prepared for Judgment

There is method to our madness. The world may mock our stand for righteousness and our desire for self-control. They will wonder why we are giving up so much to be “holy” (1 Peter 4:1-4). If we give in to their taunts and back away from God we will answer with them in judgment (1 Peter 4:5). Those who are limited to thinking temporally and superficially cannot grasp why someone would live a disciplined life. We know that God has give His expectations to us so that we could be prepared to meet Him in judgment (Acts 17:30-31). His warnings are clear (2 Corinthians 5:10-11) and His instructions are accessible (John 8:31-32; 2 Timothy 3:16-17). To stand prepared we must stand in holiness, we must accept the fact that only the righteous will be saved (Matthew 25:46)—the unrighteous will be separated from God.  It is clear that only those who are found by Him, in a holy condition, will be saved (2 Peter 3:9-18).

 

Conclusion:
Lots of people desire to be with God in Heaven after this life. The scriptures tell us that only those who are part of God’s holy nation will be saved. Sadly, many, even those who know the truth, still attempt to live worldly in this life. This “trying to have both” mindset will not work; only those choose God and His holy ways will be saved (1 Peter 1:13-18). Citizenship in the holy nation is open to all who will obey and maintain. The hope of that nation can be yours today.

Are you truly a Christian? Are you part of the God’s special people—the holy nation?

You cannot just assume this relationship—to have it, you must obey and maintain. Will you obey today? ~tss

  
 
If you are enjoying The Messenger and you know someone else who would like to receive it. Please forward this copy to them and send their email address and I will add them to the list.   
Sean
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The Gospel Plan





HEAR THE GOSPEL MESSAGE Romans 10:11-16





BELIEVE IT !!! Romans 10:17; Hebrews 11:6





REPENT – CHANGE  Luke 13:3; 2 Peter 3:9





OPENLY CONFESS —  JESUS IS THE SON OF GOD


Romans 10:8-10; Acts 8:37





BE BAPTIZED — FOR THE REMISSION OF YOUR SINS


Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38-39; 1 Peter 3:21





LIVE ON FAITHFULLY Hebrews 10:35-39; 1 Peter 1:6-9








