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Introduction:

The thoughts of this article are contingent on one word—“IF”. We are going to talk about the future of this congregation and all of our plans are based on “if the Lord wills, we will live and do this or that” (James 4:15).

To begin with, we must establish the foundation of our lesson must be established. We cannot be satisfied to let this be the last generation of the faithful in this place. We must prepare our young people to be faithful to God, in Christ. We must know that future success requires present work. 

This lesson is not easy to apply and achieve. If it were easy, we would not see any more young people wandering off into the world. If it were easy, we would still have all the others who have previously left. We need to arrive at an understanding of what is necessary to maintain faith in this place, if this world continues for generations to come.

 

The Importance of Truth

All that we are is based on the fact that there is truth. If it were not for the existence of truth we would not have: Confidence in our Creator—who formed us and gave us life (Genesis 1:1; Acts 17:24-27); an understanding of His expectations (Matthew 7:21); or the knowledge of His one plan of salvation for us (John 3:16). We would no knowledge of His Son, through whom, salvation is available (John 20:30-31).

The truth is the foundation on which we stand. We have truth behind for our morality—our rules of conduct (Romans 12:9-21; Galatians 5:19-25; 2 Peter 1:5-10). We have truth behind our religion—our offering worship and service to God (Colossians 3:17). We have truth behind our hope of eternal life—the greatest hope for those in this mortal world (1 John 5:13). 

We must be very cautious of taking liberties with the rules. It is a well known fact that any group or organization that is based on rules must maintain the rules or their will be no group. From one generation’s leaning comes another generation’s leaving. Consider Deuteronomy 4:1-3, 9-10, 23-27. We must remember our covenant with God (the New). We must not add to, or take away from His word. We must not become apathetic to Him or His authority. Truth must be held up as absolute and unchangeable (James 1:17-18) in this generation if we hope for the next to do the same. 

 

The Importance of Edification

It is a constant struggle to hold on to the ones who have already have obeyed. The allure of sin takes some (1 John 2:15-17). Failure to prioritize their life takes many away (Matthew 6:25-33). So many are putting the temporal in front of the spiritual and eternal (Luke 8:7, 14). Others in the pursuit of more, more, more get swallowed up (1 Timothy 6:6-12). The philosophies of men take souls away (Colossians 2:8). This happens because some place more credibility in men than in God (Galatians 1:6). 

Sadly, failures on the part of brethren drive some out as well.  There is a reason for passages such as: Romans 12:10, “Be kindly affectionate to one another with brotherly love, in honor giving preference to one another”. Ephesians 4:32, “And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God in Christ forgave you.” 1 John 4:11, “Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.” We need to be looking out for the “needs” of our brethren in order to stir up “love and good works” not strife (Hebrews 10:24-25). We are to be strengthening and reinforcing our brethren; working together to achieve for all (Ephesians 4:11-16). There are occasions of needed help for other’s success (Galatians 6:1-3). On this difficult path we need help, and need to help others (Hebrews 3:12-14)

 

The Importance of Passing the Torch

The future of this congregation’s concern for truth is in our hands. We are responsible to instill the basis of faith in the hearts of the next generation (Deuteronomy 6:1-9).  Let’s consider what not to do from Judges 2:7-13. Joshua was a man of great faith but his generation let the word stop and their children “did not know the Lord”. The hope of our children being faithful is the knowledge and zeal taught today (Ephesians 6:1-4). We must also know that our examples speak louder than words. If this world continues into future generations we must show them the way today.

One great example of passing the torch is found in a Grandmother and Mother. We are told that three generations of faithful had come through the passing on of the seeds of faithfulness. Lois taught Eunice, who taught Timothy (2 Timothy 1:5). Even through adversity these women instill faithfulness—Timothy’s father was not a disciple, considering the description of him from Acts 16:1.  Think of the good that Timothy accomplished in his lifetime of serving God (2 Timothy 4:1-5). All this is due to the fact that one person of faith was not satisfied to see the future generations go without faith—we must not be either.

 

Conclusion:

If the Lord wills, we will continue to meet here in this place and worship God as part of our life of dedicated service. We must strive to maintain the line of truth with absolute diligence. We must strengthen our brethren on the way. We must pass the torch of faith on to generations to come.

The hope of this congregations continuing faithfulness does depend a lot on you and me. We cannot be like Hezekiah who was told of future captivity of his people and was satisfied that it would not happen in his day (2 Kings 20:16-19). We cannot be satisfied to say, “As long as things are good for us, the future is not our problem”. There are things to do now that will echo our faithfulness forward for generations to come if we are willing to do the work. We must pass on our faithfulness to others so they can do the same. ~tss 
 
 

If you are enjoying The Messenger and you know someone else who would like to receive it. Please forward this copy to them and send their email address and I will add them to the list.   
Sean
�





The Gospel Plan





HEAR THE GOSPEL MESSAGE Romans 10:11-16





BELIEVE IT !!! Romans 10:17; Hebrews 11:6





REPENT – CHANGE  Luke 13:3; 2 Peter 3:9





OPENLY CONFESS —  JESUS IS THE SON OF GOD


Romans 10:8-10; Acts 8:37





BE BAPTIZED — FOR THE REMISSION OF YOUR SINS


Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38-39; 1 Peter 3:21





LIVE ON FAITHFULLY Hebrews 10:35-39; 1 Peter 1:6-9








