Welcome Visitors,

First, THANK YOU! We are excited to know that you are
interested in worshipping God. We want you to feel very welcomed
here among our group. Our goal is doing God’s will. You will find
that our teaching and preaching are strictly from the Bible so we
encourage you to open a Bible and follow along as the lessons are
presented today.

God’s word is the complete guide for our life of service
and worship. The all-sufficient word of God—the Bible is what we
need (John 8:31-32; 2 Timothy 3:16-17). We desire to help one
another in doing God'’s will. If you are interested in learning more
please ask one of our members today.
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Humility

Main Street Church of Christ Newbern, Tennessee Introduction:
Schedule Of Services: What does it mean to be humble? There are many
Lord’s Day: 9:45 a.m. Bible Study (All ages) “opinions” in response to this question.
10:20 a.m. Morning Worship . « i,
6:00 p.m Evening Worship There are many extremes to the idea of “humility”; some
Wednesday:  7:00 p.m. Bible Study of which are only disguised pride and others are so ex-
treme that they would not even allow one to respond to
Our Elders: Our Deacons: the question. Needless to say, there is a lot of confusion
Johnie Dodds Danny Carpenter on this matter.
Harry Elliott Wayne Hulme Is there a way to know for certain? We know that hu-
Austin Willis Tommy Sawyers

mility is an expectation of God; therefore there must be a
way of gaining the proper knowledge. We will learn in life
that humility affects every part of a person’s life: their hon-
esty and integrity, their friendliness, and even their effec-

Our Preacher:  T. Sean Sullivan

The Gospel Plan

HEAR THE GOSPEL MESSAGE Romans 10:11-16

tiveness as a servant of God.

Let’s see if we can come to some defining conclusions
about humility. Let’s consider the purpose of humility, then
some things that are “not” humility, and finally true humil-

ity.

BELIEVE IT !!! Romans 10:17; Hebrews 11:6
REPENT—CHANGE Luke 13:3;2 Peter 3:9

What is the Purpose of Humility?

Without humility we have no hope of direction. The
wisdom of the Proverbs, teach us to acknowledge God
and only then will He direct us (Proverbs 3:1-18). The will-
ingness to admit we need Him is the beginning of the rela-
tionship that God desires with us.

OPENLY CONFESS—JESUS IS THE SON OF GOD
Romans 10:8-10; Acts 8:37

BE BAPTIZED—FOR REMISSION OF YOUR SINS
Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38-39; 1 Peter 3:21

LIVE ON FAITHFULLY Hebrews 10:35-39 1 Peter 1:6-9
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The humble know they need; the proud refuse help. The
proud say, “Who is God to teach me?” Or, “Why should |
listen to you?” The humble say, “Who am | without God?”
and “/ need God’s help”. The proud will not listen and there-
fore will never find the rewards of God’s word but the hum-
ble know they need to do God'’s will (James 1:22-25).

We need to be humble because we have nothing with-
out God. His rewards are for those who are humble enough
to submit to Him. As we are told in James 4:6, “God resists
the proud, But gives grace to the humble.” Then also in 1
Peter 5:6 “Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty
hand of God, that He may exalt you in due time...”.

Not Humility:

Self-loathing is not humility. Some have come to the
conclusion that we are to hate our life to prove our humility.
This is an unjustifiable conclusion. God’s word does not call
for us to hate ourselves or this life. We should not hate what
God has given us (Acts 17:24-27). We should not refuse
His advice—to be joyful (John 15:11; Galatians 5:22; 1
Thessalonians 5:16)

Denial of one’s abilities is not humility. Some are afraid
to claim their talents—denying their own abilities. This is not
what God expects. God wants us to do what we can do, the
best we can do it (Romans 12:6-8). When we use our abili-
ties well, it is not for our pride, it is in recognition of what
God has provided—to Him be the glory (1 Peter 5:11; 2 Pe-
ter 3:18)

Empty words are not humility. Talking great swelling
words about our humility is not humility.

Neither is being hyper-critical of self. Rather we should un-
derstand that humility is truly better seen than heard. Some
pray and say that their righteousness is as “filthy rags” or
that they are “worms”. This is a misuse of Isaiah 64:6 that
refers to man’s attempts to justify himself under the Old
Covenant— not our current redemption under the New. By
saying these things they are denying the great value God
has placed on us. God paid a great price to ransom us from
our sins (Matthew 20:28; John 3:16). We are not “worms”
we are redeemed by the blood of the Lamb (1 Peter 1:18-
19).

True Humility:

Humility is, knowing who you are. A real part of God’s
creation (Acts 17:26-27). You are the creature—God is
the Creator (Psalm 100:1-3). We must know that we need
God (Proverbs 14:12; Jeremiah 10:23). This attitude was
definitely missing in Pharaoh—when he refused to submit
to God (Exodus 10:3). His great confidence was in self,
saying, “Who is the Lord, that | should hear His
voice...?” (Exodus 5:2). This teaches us that true humility
is full submission to God.

True Humility is willingness to do God will. If we are
going to submit to God and be a doer of His will we must
admit our abilities and use them (Ephesians 2:10; 2 Timo-
thy 3:16-17). We must strive to meet God'’s expectations
with the highest limits of our ability—this is active humility
(Matthew 13:8). The pursuit of active humility is not per-
sonal glory—it is willingness to use your abilities for the
cause of Christ (Galatians 2:20).

True humility is to remember God. Knowing that with-
out His blessings we could not live (Matthew 5:45). Know-
ing that without His hope we are lost (Romans 5:6-10).
Knowing that without His direction we cannot make our
way home (John 14:6). All that we are; all that we are ca-
pable of; is because of God—to God be the glory (1 Peter
5:11)

Conclusion:

Humility is a trait of character not easily owned. We
must work our way toward humility in order to receive the
promised rewards of God’s instructions. There are many
things that people do, supposing them to be acts of humil-
ity. These things cannot take the place of truly acknowl-
edging our need for God.

Many are too proud to submit to God’s expectations.
Many have prided themselves on coming up with a better
way than God. Humility tells us, there is no other way.

Today do you know who you are and what you need?
Right now is the time to know you are a valuable part of
God'’s creation and you need to acknowledge your Crea-
tor. Will you seek Him now? The opportunity to obey the
gospel plan is yours today. ~tss
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